Micah 1:10-16      Puns  - a – Plenty    but it’s no laughing matter 

Because of their idolatry, through Micah the LORD announces that devastation is coming to both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms.  
Sure enough, in 722BC midway through Micah’s ministry (as earlier prophets like Hosea and Amos had also warned) the Assyrian army came and destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel. And it was effectively wiped off the map. Also (v.9) Judah too  would know the devastating hand of God’s judgement  – even to the very gates of Jerusalem itself!  
And once again …a few years later in 701 BC, during the reign of Hezekiah 
the Assyrian army  - came sweeping through the land capturing all the towns we have mentioned here - laying siege to the Capital itself.

Micah’s reaction is to grieve (v.8), for this wound is incurable (v.9), it cannot be reversed. They must face the LORD’s terrible punishment. And in v.10-16 we have his lament, which mentions towns that are in the Shephelah (the low-lying foothills to the west of the hill country of Judah – about 27 miles long and 10 miles wide). The language is confusing, but essentially the pronouncement on each place is a play on words. Micah uses the name of the town to give an idea of the disaster that is coming.

 So…if it were in Banburyshire…. “It will be grim  in  Grimsbury  -  they’ll know war  in Warmington  - Things will go South  in Southam   -  they will be no-BODY  in Bodicot   -  you will be brought out of Broughton”   etc      you get the idea!  

- ‘Gath’ (10)  in Hebrew sounds like “TELL”. So he is saying something like 
   “Don’t Gab about it in Gath” [Probably part-quoting David’s lament in 2 
    Samuel  when he mourns over the death of King Saul and son Jonathan, not 
    wanting their arch-enemies, the Philistines of Gath to hear about it and rejoice 
    and feel empowered].

- ‘Beth Ophrah’ (10) means “house of dust”, so they’re to “roll in the dust”.

- ‘Shaphir’ (11) comes from the root word “be beautiful’. So “Beautyville”    
   are to leave town in shameful nakedness 



- ‘Zaanan’ (11) contains two letters of the verb ‘to go’ or ‘march forth’. So 
   the people of “Marchton, in fear, will not ‘march forth’ but hide in town.
 - ‘Beth-Ezel’ (11) could mean “house of taking away”. Their protection/city 
    defence will be taken away.  [the Hebrew here (apparently) is very difficult]

- ‘Maroth’ (12) ‘mrr’ – ‘bitter’ = “Bitter-town”. They will long for relief from 
   pain - -but if Jerusalem suffers too, not help will come from there. 

- ‘Lachish’ (13), an important strategic city so heavily fortified (see Assyria’s 
   conquest of it in the British Museum). Here there is a sound-play with 
   ‘horses’ (‘rekesh’). So we might say “escape in your car folk of Carsington”

- ‘Moresheth Gath’ (14) sounds like the Hebrew word “Betrothed”. Here it 
    seems the town is a ‘parting gift’ (like a bride’s – the same word is used in 
     Ex.18:2; 1 Kings 9:16) that Lachish give to the enemy as they flee (in v.13). 
     NB  It is the full name of  Micah’s hometown (cf 1:1).   

- ‘Aczib’ (14) from the word ‘kazab’ to lie. So… ‘Deceitville’ will live up to its 
   name, proving a shallow victory for Israel’s kings (when initially defending it 
   against Syria previously?).  I did not understand this explanation in the commentaries

- ‘Mareshah’ contains a word sounding like the root of ‘conqueror’: “I will   
   bring a conqueror against you – resident of Conquest’ 

Note (15)-  “The glory of Israel” could be Yahweh coming to bring Judgement OR it could be the king(s) /elite of Israel  coming to seek shelter. Probably the latter.

- ‘Adullam’ (15) was near Bethlehem and it’s  caves were used by David to   
   hide when an outlaw (1 Sam.22:1-2). Israel’s elite will be refugees and have 
   to hide in Adullam. 
  

