Micah Background                                        Sunday October 26th 2025

Micah had an urgent message for the people, and his word-pictures leap off the page, sometimes making emotional impact. 

Micah’s Situation   In 1 v 1  in his introduction Micah gives us all he thinks we need to know to understand his book.
The scope of the book. This word of Yahweh is to…. Judah, the Southern Kingdom.  That’s not explicit but the 3 kings listed are Judean whose reigns cover a (maximum) period of 56 years of its history: Jotham (742-735BC), Ahaz (735-715BC), and Hezekiah (715-686BC). 
NB He doesn’t mention kings of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) but there is a word for the capitals of both Judah and Israel:  Jerusalem and Samaria.
The tone of the book. The word ‘concerning’ in v 1 is literally ‘against’, which fits how the book unfolds. The words are ‘against Samaria and Jerusalem.’ The first hearers hear a warning and an accusation. Significant sections of the book imagine a court-room scene with Micah acting as prosecuting barrister, and God’s people as the accused in the dock. 
Having said that – it is a book about God’s wonderful undeserved rescue. 

The historical context:  2 Kings 15-20 would give us most of the Old Testament background that Micah assumes. Assyria replaced Syria as the regional super-power  Having conquered Syria in 732BC Assyria conquered Israel and captured Samaria 10 years later in 722BC, and conquered Judah and besieged Jerusalem in 701BC but fail to capture and leave. Under Hezekiah Judah enters a new period of security and stability.

Structure
Micah’s book is structured around the command to ‘Hear’ at the beginning of each new section (three sections:  1:2; 3:1; 6:1). Each section begins with ‘judgement’ before it moves to ‘rescue’.  See diagram over leaf. The first two sections are clearly in chronological order, and relate to the time before and during the great traumatic events of the Assyrian invasions. 
The third section is probably also tied chronologically, and relates to Hezekiah’s reign after the Assyrian withdrawal.
Section 1 (chs 1&2)
1:6 clearly pre-dates the fall of Samaria in 722BC; 1:10-16 clearly pre-dates the fall of the  Shephelah (the rural region SW of Jerusalem where Micah grew up) in 701BC.
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1:6 clearly pre-dates the fall of Samaria in 722BC; 1:10-16 clearly pre-dates the fall of the  Shephelah (the rural region SW of Jerusalem where Micah grew up) in 701BC.
Section 2 (chs 3-5)
3:12 takes the already fulfilled fall of Samaria and threatens Jerusalem with the same fate.  Jeremiah 26:16-19 confirms this is the setting of Micah 3: Hezekiah’s reign under threat from Assyria, and before the repentance that led to God’s rescue.  4:10 looks ahead to a distant future exile in Babylon despite the only current threat being  from Assyria. (cf 5:6 Assyria rules Nimrod/Babylon in Micah’s day.)
Section 3 (chs 6&7)
Chapters 6&7 don’t contain any direct time-markers. But the call in 6:9 is to pay attention to a recent experience of ‘the rod’. This would fit the second half of Hezekiah’s reign very well. Israel seems to be more religious (6:6-7) than earlier in the book, but no less sinful  (6:10ff; 7:1ff).

Section 1: Chapters 1-2              Section 2: Chapters 3-5              Section 3: Chapters 6 -7 
Pre-fall of Samaria (722BC)         Siege of Jerusalem (701BC)        After 701BC 
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1:1-2:11               2:12-13              3:1-12                  4:1-5:15            6:1-7:8                 7:9-20

A big message of the book:    God is going to Judge  EG  1:12; 2:3; (1:6; 1:14)  because he cares about  sin. ….something they had forgotten to care about (3:9-12).  BUT  mainly…it is a book about RESCUE.  But it is a rescue that only comes AFTER judgement.  (above grid:  Each section begins with judgement ….but ends in rescue.)
It’s the sort of rescue that only happens when judgement comes first (EG  2:12-13; 4:10)   God can’t save  without first dealing with their sin.  They cannot expect him to turn a blind eye to their sin. 

Salvation focuses in TWO places, 
1.  the King    5 v 1-5       Arrival of a new David from Bethlehem, who after labour/pain will bring them back and shepherd them.  
2. A proper answer to sin and transgression
Throughout the book   there are two pairs  of words “sin and transgression” 
They come in each section.  1:5, 13; 3:8; 6:7   God is coming because of IT
 
But…7 v 18-20   - we are told God WILL deal with it himself….  but we are not told HOW he will do it. 
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